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Where to Ride

Bicyclists must ride with the flow of traffic on the right side of the highway.

Bicyclists operating a bicycle on a roadway at less than the normal speed of traffic at the time and
place under conditions then existing shall ride as close as safely practicable to the right curb or
edge of roadway. Exceptions to this are when bicyclists are overtaking and passing another
vehicle proceeding in the same direction, preparing for a left turn, avoiding unsafe conditions,
avoiding riding in a lane that turns or diverges to the right, riding on a one way street where
bicyclists may ride as near the left-hand curb or edge of roadway, or when the lane width is too
narrow to share with a motor vehicle. Additionally, bicycles are not excluded from riding on the
highway shoulder.

Bicyclists must not ride between two lanes of traffic moving in the same direction unless one lane
is a separate or mandatory turn lane.

Bicyclists cannot ride more than two or more abreast on highways. When riding two abreast,
bicyclists cannot impede the movement of traffic, need to move into single file when being
overtaken from the rear. On a laned roadway, bicyclists shall ride in a single lane.

Bicyclists are not permitted to ride on Interstate and certain other controlled access highways.
The restricted sections of the highways are marked with conspicuous signs.

If a usable bicycle path is located next to a roadway and local ordinance requires its use,
bicyclists must ride on the path, not the roadway.

Bicycles may be ridden on sidewalks unless prohibited by local ordinance or traffic control
devices. While on sidewalks and shared use paths, bicyclists must always yield the right of way to
pedestrians and give an audible signal before passing a pedestrian.
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Bicyclists pulling onto a sidewalk or highway from a driveway must yield the right of way to
pedestrians or vehicles already on the sidewalk or highway.

Refer to http://www.virginiadot.org/infoservice/bk-l&varase information.
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